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This Annual Report covers the activities of the Illawarra
Academy of Sport Incorporated for the financial year
1989/90.

This report also highlights the establishment operation

and achievements of the Academy and presents a detailed

source of information for the promotion of the Academy
and recruitment of athletes.

Enquiries regarding scholarships or sponsorship and
donations to further foster this regional determination to
place the Illawarra as one of the prominent sporting
communities in Australia can be directed to:

ILLAWARRA ACADEMY OF SPORT
P.O. BOX 5
WOLLONGONG EAST N.S.W. 2520
AUSTRALIA
TELEPHONE (042) 270464
FACSIMILE: (042) 270486

MAJOR SPONSORS

WESTFIELD SHOPPINGTOWN
FIGTREE |
CITY COAST CREDIT UNION
NESCAFE
CLEANAWAY
B.H.P. STEEL
CANCER COUNCIL

GOVERNMENT GRANTS:

Wollongong City Council
Shellharbour Municipal Council
Kiama Municipal Council
Wingecarribee Shire Council
Shoalhaven City Council
N.S.W. State Government
Federal Government

University of Wollongong



FOREWORD

As the Illawarra Academy of Sport draws to a
conclusion of its fifth year, it continucs to
provide cncouragement and guidance to
young elite athletes in the region.

The last twelve months witnessed interesting
events at the Academy.

The Academy undertook a major anti drug
campaign during the year.

Drug education sessions were conducted to
provide information to resident athletes and
the message was further reinforced when the
Academy ran the Quit for Life A.L.S. Drug
Offensive program for 100 local school kids.

The Academy also provided support and
encouragement for sportswomen by hosting
the "Women in Sport” conference.

Resident athlete numbers continued to
increase by a substantial 20 per cent and
there are now 138 athletes and 15 coaching
staff taking part in seven sports.

Two new sponsors, B.H.P. (Cricket) and the
NSW Cancer Council (Lawn Bowls) joined the
existing sponsors, City Coast Credit Union
(Basketball), Westfield (Hockey), Cleanaway
(Netball) and Nescafe (Surfing).

This means that six of the seven sports
taught at the Academy now have major
sponsors, an excellent effort from the
business community, without whose help
many of the programs would not be possible.

The Government continues to support the
Illawarra Academy of Sport by providing
$30,000 for 1990/91.

The staff and coaching team at the Academy

are to be congratulated for assisting young
regional athletes achieve sporting successes.

THE HON BOB ROWLAND SMITH

Minister _for Sport
Recreation and Racing
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CHAIRMANS REPORT

As the second incorporated year in our
Academy's early history closes we can look
back with pride on a year which has been
both successful and eventful. We have also
reached a stage of organisational strength
and stability which enables us to look
forward with confidence and enthusiasm.

Amongst a notable list of significant
achievements during the past year were the
gaining of two more major sponsors. The
Cricket programme is now sponsored by BHP
Slab and Plate Products Division, and the
Lawn Bowls programme is sponsored by the
NSW Cancer Council. We are delighted to add
these two highly prestigious organisations to
our very credible existing sponsors list of
Westfield Shoppingtown Figtree (Hockey),
City Coast Credit Union (Basketball), Nescafe
(Surfing) and Cleanaway (Netball). Given the
present financial difficulties in the
commercial world we are extremely proud
that these sponsors continue to materially
support the development of junior sport
through our Academy. We are currently
negotiating with a prospective sponsor for
the Rugby League programme which, when
finalised will mean that all seven of our
programmes are corporately supported.

Our professional Administration underwent
a complete change during the year with
Gareth McKeen being appointed
Administrative Director and Rae Wilsmore as
Administrative Assistant. Both of these job
specifications were reviewed and we continue
to benefit from the dedication and
enthusiasm which these two officers are
displaying. Because of the rapid growth of
the Academy since 1986 we are now
attempting to stabilise and formalise our
policies and procedures before embarking on
our next stage of expansion. Similarly, we
replaced four of our Coaching Co-ordinators
for varying reasons since our last Annual
Report, and grateful as we are for the work
and contribution of those who have gone
before, we are equally impressed with the
concepts introduced by the newcomers. Qur
coaching staff are a dominant factor in the
success of our programmes and the
development of these elite individuals within
those programmes. These coaches are
deserving of the highest praise.

I would also like to sincerely congratulate
the fine young sportspeople who are
participating so competently in the seven
programmes. Scholarships are not easily won
into this Academy and those who have earned
them seem determined not to let any
opportunity pass them by. The impressive
list of competition successes and
representative  honours appears elsewhere in
this report but it serves to recognise the
commitment and capabilities of these young
people. I know that they are all well
supported by their parents in many ways and
they too are offered our thanks.

On the subject of achievements of our
scholarship holders I must point out that the
Academy does not, and must not, claim full
credit for their development. We recognise
and appreciate the great work done by local
clubs, associations and coaches in the
various sports and we design our programmes
to be complementary to these efforts.

I must also pay tribute to the NSW
Department of Sport, Recreation and Racing,
through Minister Bob Rowland Smith and his
officers for their ongoing financial support
and expertise. The Minister continues to be
actively involved and interested in our
operations which gives us great heart. Also
we are indebted to the regional councils of
Wollongong, Shellharbour, Kiama,
Wingecarribee, and Shoalhaven for their
grants and co-operation. To the Mayors Ald.
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